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Holy Communion with Holy Baptism, Sunday 21st April 2024 

 

Greeting 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you all  

and also with you.  

 

Welcome 

 

Opening Hymn –330: God is Here 

1. God is here! As we his people 

meet to offer praise and prayer, 

may we find in fuller measure 

what it is in Christ we share. 

Here, as in the world around us, 

all our varied skills and arts 

wait the coming of His Spirit 

into open minds and hearts 

 

2. Here are symbols to remind us 

of our lifelong need of grace; 

here are table, font and pulpit, 

here the cross has central place. 

Here in honesty of preaching, 

here in silence, as in speech, 

here in newness and renewal 

God the Spirit comes to each. 

 

3. Here our children find a welcome 

in the Shepherd's flock and fold; 

here as bread and wine are taken, 

Christ sustains us, as of old. 

Here the servants of the Servant 

seek in worship to explore 

what it means in daily living 

to believe and to adore. 
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4. Lord of all, of Church and Kingdom, 

in an age of change and doubt, 

keep us faithful to the gospel, 

help us work your purpose out. 

Here, in this day's dedication, 

all we have to give, receive; 

we, who cannot live without you, 

we adore you, we believe! 

 

Introduction 

Our Lord Jesus Christ has told us that to enter the kingdom of heaven 

we must be born again of water and the Spirit, and has given us baptism 

as the sign and seal of this new birth.  Here we are washed by the Holy 

Spirit and made clean. Here we are clothed with Christ, dying to sin 

that we may live his risen life. As children of God, we have a new 

dignity and God calls us to fulness of life. Let us affirm our trust in 

God’s mercy, and confess that we need forgiveness. 

 

Confession 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned in thought and 

word and deed, and in what we have left undone. We are truly sorry 

and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us and forgive us, that we may walk in newness of life to the 

glory of your name. Amen. 

 

Absolution 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy on you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you 

in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

Collect of the Day 

Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life: 

Raise us, who trust in him, from the death of sin to the life of 

righteousness, that we may seek those things which are above, 

where he reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen 
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First Reading: Acts 4: 5-12 

The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in 

Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, 

and all who were of the high-priestly family. When they had made the 

prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, ‘By what power or by what 

name did you do this?’ Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to 

them, ‘Rulers of the people and elders, if we are questioned today 

because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked 

how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all 

the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health 

by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom 

God raised from the dead. This Jesus is “the stone that was rejected by 

you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.”  There is salvation in 

no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among 

mortals by which we must be saved.’ 

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

Psalm 23 

1  The Lord is my shepherd; ♦︎ 

   therefore can I lack nothing. 

2  He makes me lie down in green pastures ♦︎ 

   and leads me beside still waters. 

3  He shall refresh my soul ♦︎ 

   and guide me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

4  Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

      I will fear no evil; ♦︎ 

   for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5  You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble 

me; ♦︎ 

   you have anointed my head with oil and my cup shall be full. 

6  Surely goodness and loving mercy shall follow me all the days of 

my life, ♦︎ 

   and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be evermore. Amen 
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Second Reading: 1 John 3: 16-24 

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought 

to lay down our lives for one another. How does God’s love abide in 

anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need 

and yet refuses help? Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, 

but in truth and action. And by this we will know that we are from the 

truth and will reassure our hearts before him whenever our hearts 

condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows 

everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness 

before God; and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we 

obey his commandments and do what pleases him. And this is his 

commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus 

Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who 

obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by 

this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
 

Hymn 644 Faithful Shepherd Feed Me 

1 Faithful Shepherd, feed me 

in the pastures green; 

faithful Shepherd, lead me 

where your steps are seen. 
 

2 Hold me fast, and guide me 

in the narrow way; 

so, with you beside me, 

I need never stray. 
 

3 Daily bring me nearer 

to the heavenly shore; 

make my faith grow clearer, 

help me love you more: 
 

4 Hallow every pleasure, 

every gift and pain; 

be my only treasure, 

all I hope to gain. 
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5 Day by day prepare me 

as you see is best, 

then let angels bear me 

to your promised rest. 

 

Holy Gospel  

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to John:                

         (John 10: 11-18) 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the 

sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and 

the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away 

because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good 

shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father 

knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the 

sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring 

them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, 

one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down 

my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay 

it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have 

power to take it up again. I have received this command from my 

Father.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

 

Thought for the Day 

 

The Presentation 

We welcome Séamus, Finn and Aidan who have come to be baptized. 

I invite their sponsors to present them now. 

 

The sponsors answer 

We present Séamus and Finn to be baptized. 

We present Aidan to be baptized. 
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Parents and godparents, will you accept the responsibilities placed 

upon you in bringing these children for baptism and answer on their 

behalf. By your own prayers and example, by your teaching and love, 

will you encourage them in the life and faith of the Christian 

community? 

With the help of God, we will. 

 

In baptism these children begin their journey in faith. You speak for 

them today. Will you care for them, and help them to take their place 

within the life and worship of Christ’s Church? 

With the help of God, we will. 

 

In baptism, God calls us from darkness into his marvellous light. To 

follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him.  

Therefore I ask: 

 

Do you reject the devil and all proud rebellion against God? 

I reject them. 

 

Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil? 

I renounce them. 

 

Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour? 

I repent of them. 

 

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? 

I turn to Christ. 

 

Do you submit to Christ as Lord? 

I submit to Christ. 

 

Do you come to Christ, the Way, the Truth and the Life? 

I come to Christ. 

 

The presiding minister says to the congregation 

You have heard these our brothers and sisters respond to Christ. 

Will you support them in this calling? 
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The congregation answers 

We will support them. 

 

The Baptism 

Praise God who made heaven and earth. 

Who keeps his promise for ever. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

We give you thanks that at the beginning of creation your Holy Spirit 

moved upon the waters to bring forth light and life. With water you 

cleanse and replenish the earth; you nourish and sustain all living 

things. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

We give you thanks that through the waters of the Red Sea you led your 

people out of slavery into freedom, and brought them through the river 

Jordan to new life in the land of promise. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

We give you thanks that through the waters of the Red Sea you led your 

people out of slavery into freedom, and brought them through the river 

Jordan to new life in the land of promise. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

We give you thanks that through the deep waters of death Jesus 

delivered us from our sins and was raised to new life in triumph. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

We give you thanks for the grace of the Holy Spirit who forms us in 

the likeness of Christ and leads us to proclaim your Kingdom. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

And now we give you thanks that you have called your servants 

Séamus, Finn and Aidan to new birth in your Church through the waters 

of baptism. Pour out your Holy Spirit in blessing and sanctify this water 

so that those who are baptized in it may be made one with Christ in his 

death and resurrection.  
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May they die to sin, rise to newness of life, and continue for ever in 

Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we give you praise and honour in 

the unity of the Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The presiding minister shall ask the following question of each 

candidate for baptism, or, in the case of those unable to answer for 

themselves, the sponsors of each candidate: 

 

Do you believe and accept the Christian faith into which Séamus, Finn 

and Aidan are to be baptized? 

I do. 

 

The presiding minister addresses the congregation. 

Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess, together with these candidates 

the faith of the Church. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 

into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The presiding minister baptizes by pouring water over the candidate, 

saying 

… I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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Christ claims you for his own. Receive the sign of the cross. 

Live as a disciple of Christ, fight the good fight, finish the race, keep 

the faith. 

Confess Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, look for his 

coming in glory. 

 

God has called you into his Church. 

The congregation joins the minister, saying 

We therefore receive and welcome you 

as members with us of the body of Christ, 

as children of the one heavenly Father, 

and as inheritors of the kingdom of God. 

 

The Peace 

We are the body of Christ. By one spirit we were all baptized into one 

body. Let us then pursue all that makes for peace and builds up our 

common life together. 

 

The presiding minister says 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

 

Hymn 425 Jesu Thou Joy Of Loving Hearts 

1 Jesus, Thou joy of loving hearts, 

Thou fount of life, our lives sustain; 

from the best bliss that earth imparts, 

we turn unfilled to Thee again. 

 

2 Thy truth unchanged hath ever stood; 

Thou savest those that on Thee call; 

to them that seek Thee, Thou art good, 

to them that find Thee all in all. 

 

3 We taste Thee, O Thou living Bread, 

and long to feast upon Thee still; 

we drink of Thee, the Fountain-head, 

and thirst our souls from Thee to fill. 
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4 Our restless spirits yearn for Thee, 

where'er our changeful lot is cast; 

glad when Thy gracious smile we see, 

blest when our faith can hold Thee fast. 

 

5 O Jesus, ever with us stay, 

make all our moments calm and bright; 

chase the dark night of sin away; 

shed o'er the world Thy holy light. 

 

Celebrating at the Lord's Table 

Wise and gracious God, you spread a table before us; nourish your 

people with the word of life, and the bread of heaven. Amen. 

  

The Taking of the Bread and Wine 

Stand.The Presiding Minister takes the bread and wine and may say 

Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us 

therefore let us celebrate the feast. 

 

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Father, Lord of all creation, we praise you for your goodness and your 

love. When we turned away you did not reject us. You came to meet us 

in your Son, welcomed us as your children and prepared a table where 

we might feast with you. In Christ you shared our life that we might 

live in him and he in us. 

He opened wide his arms upon the cross and, with love stronger 

than death, he made the perfect sacrifice for sin. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, our redeemer, on the night before you died you came 

to table with your friends. Taking bread, you gave thanks, broke it and 

gave it to them saying, Take, eat: this is my body which is given for 

you; do this in remembrance of me. 

Lord Jesus, we bless you: you are the bread of life. 

 

At the end of supper you took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is 

shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins; do this in 

remembrance of me. 

Lord Jesus, we bless you: you are the true vine. 

 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ: 

dying, you destroyed our death, rising, you restored our life; Lord 

Jesus, come in glory. 

 

Holy Spirit, giver of life, come upon us now; may this bread and wine 

be to us the body and blood of our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

As we eat and drink these holy gifts make us, who know our need 

of grace, one in Christ, our risen Lord. 

 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Blessed Trinity: with your whole Church 

throughout the world we offer you this sacrifice of thanks and praise 

and lift our voice to join the song of heaven, for ever praising you and 

saying: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 

are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Thanks be to you, our God, for your gift beyond words. 

Amen. Amen. Amen. 

 

The Lord's Prayer 

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, so we pray 

Our Father, who art in heaven: 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The presiding minister breaks the consecrated bread in preparation for 

the Communion. 

The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 

We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 

  

 

The Administration of Holy Communion 

 

 

The Great Silence 

 

Prayer after Communion 

God our creator, by your gift the tree of life was set at the heart 

of the earthly paradise, and the Bread of life at the heart of your Church. 

May we who have been nourished at your table on earth 

be transformed by the glory of the Saviour's Cross and enjoy the 

delights of eternity; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

of the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Through him we 

offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice. Send us out 

in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and 

glory. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

The God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ Jesus, 

establish, strengthen, and settle you in the faith; and the blessing of God 

Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 

remain with you always. Amen. 
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Hymn 366 Praise My Soul The King of Heaven 

1 Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 

To his feet thy tribute bring. 

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 

Who like me his praise should sing? 

Praise him, praise him;  

Praise him, praise him;  

Praise the everlasting King! 

 

2 Praise him for his grace and favour 

To his people in distress. 

Praise him, still the same as ever, 

Slow to chide, and swift to bless. 

Praise him, praise him;  

Praise him, praise him;  

Glorious in his faithfulness! 

 

3 Fatherlike he tends and spares us; 

Well our feeble frame he knows. 

In his hand he gently bears us, 

Rescues us from all our foes. 

Praise him, praise him;  

Praise him, praise him;  

Widely as his mercy flows! 

 

4 Angels, help us to adore him; 

Ye behold him face to face. 

Sun and moon, bow down before him, 

Dwellers all in time and space. 

Praise him, praise him;  

Praise him, praise him;  

Praise with us the God of grace! 

 

The Dismissal 

The presiding minister may give each of the newly baptized a lighted 

candle. The newly baptized are sent out with these words: 
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God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and has given us 

a place with the saints in light. You have received the light of Christ; 

walk in this light all the days of your life. 

Shine as a light in the world to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 

in the name of Christ. Amen. 
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