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Holy Communion 15th December 2024 

 

The Lord be with you  

And also with you. 

 

Opening Hymn: 376 Ye Holy Angels Bright 

1Ye holy angels bright, 

who wait at God’s right hand,  

or through the realms of light  

fly at your Lord’s command,  

assist our song, 

or else the theme too high doth seem  

for mortal tongue.  

 

2 Ye blesse`d souls at rest,  

who ran this earthly race,  

and now, from sin released,  

behold your Saviour’s face,  

his praises sound,  

as in his sight with sweet delight  

ye do abound.  

 

3 Ye saints, who toil below,  

adore your heavenly King,  

and onward as ye go 

some joyful anthem sing;  

take what he gives 

and praise him still, through good and ill,  

who ever lives!  

 

4 My soul, bear thou thy part,  

triumph in God above,  

and with a well-tuned heart  

sing thou the songs of love!  

Let all thy days 

till life shall end, whate’er he send,  

be filled with praise.  
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Advent Candle Liturgy- Third Sunday of Advent 

We have lit the first two candles, one for hope and one for peace. Today 

we light the third candle, the candle of joy. This should be the easy one, 

because joy is all around us—in the children, the lights, the music, the 

gathering together. But how often do we let our preparations—or our 

memories—push joy to the side? Joy is like an underground spring that 

wells up within us, but joy is also a choice, an attitude. Like a muscle, 

it needs to be exercised. So today we open ourselves to joy, trusting 

that God has already planted it in us. All we need to do is give it care 

and offer it to share.  

 

{Three candles are lit.)  

 

Loving God, we open ourselves to you, trusting that this is how you 

made us: you created us for joy-filled hearts and lives. Show us the 

creative power of hope. Teach us the peace that comes from justice. 

Fill us with the kind of joy that cannot be contained, but must be shared. 

Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you, That we may walk in the 

light of Christ. Amen. 

 

The Collect for Purity (page 201) 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden;  Cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: You shall love the Lord your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.  

This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it. You 

shall love your neighbour as yourself. On these two commandments 

depend all the law and the prophets.                                                          

         Matthew 22: 37-39 

 

Lord, have mercy on us, and write these your laws in our hearts. 
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Confession 

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ, to save 

us from our sins, to intercede for us in heaven, and to bring us to eternal 

life.  Let us then confess our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved 

to keep God’s commandments and to live in love and peace:  

 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned in thought and 

word and deed, and in what we have left undone. We are truly 

sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may walk in 

newness of life to the glory of your name. Amen. 

 

Absolution 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy on you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you 

in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

Collect of the Day 

O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming sent your messenger to 

prepare your way before you: Grant that the ministers and stewards of 

your mysteries may likewise so prepare and make ready your way by 

turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at 

your second coming to judge the world we may be found an acceptable 

people in your sight; for you are alive and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen 

 

Daily Advent Collect 

Almighty God, Give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 

and to put on the armour of light now in the time of this mortal life 

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; that on the 

last day when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge the 

living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who 

is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen  
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First Reading- Zephaniah 3: 14-20 

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with 

all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! The LORD has taken away the 

judgements against you, he has turned away your enemies. The king of 

Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. 

On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not 

let your hands grow weak. The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a 

warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, 

he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing 

as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will 

not bear reproach for it. I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. 

And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their 

shame into praise and renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring 

you home, at the time when I gather you; for I will make you renowned 

and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your 

fortunes before your eyes, says the LORD. 

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm 46:4-10 

4  Happy are those who have the God of Jacob for their help, ♦︎ 

   whose hope is in the Lord their God; 

5  Who made heaven and earth, the sea and all that is in them; ♦︎ 

   who keeps his promise for ever; 

6  Who gives justice to those that suffer wrong ♦︎ 

   and bread to those who hunger. 

7  The Lord looses those that are bound; ♦︎ 

   the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; 

8  The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; ♦︎ 

   the Lord loves the righteous; 

9  The Lord watches over the stranger in the land; he upholds the 

orphan and widow; ♦︎ 

   but the way of the wicked he turns upside down. 

10  The Lord shall reign for ever, ♦︎ 

   your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Alleluia. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be forever. Amen 
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Second Reading- Philippians 4: 4-7 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your 

gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about 

anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace 

of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus. 

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
 

Hymn: 135 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel,  

and ransom captive Israel,  

that mourns in lonely exile here  

until the Son of God appear:  

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.  
 

2 O come, thou Wisdom from above  

who ord’rest all things through thy love;  

to us the path of knowledge show  

and teach us in her ways to go:  

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.  
 

4  O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free  

thine own from Satan’s tyranny;  

from depths of hell thy people save,  

and give them vict’ry o’er the grave:  

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.  
 

6  O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer  

our spirits by thine advent here;  

disperse the gloomy clouds of night,  

and death’s dark shadows put to flight:  

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.  
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7  O come, Desire of Nations, bring  

all peoples to their Saviour King;  

thou Corner-stone, who makest one,  

complete in us thy work begun:  

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.  

 

Holy Gospel: Luke 3: 7-18 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Luke: 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

 

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, ‘You 

brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear 

fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, “We 

have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these 

stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at 

the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit 

is cut down and thrown into the fire.’And the crowds asked him, ‘What 

then should we do?’ In reply he said to them, ‘Whoever has two coats 

must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do 

likewise.’ Even tax-collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, 

‘Teacher, what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Collect no more than 

the amount prescribed for you.’ Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what 

should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by 

threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.’ As the 

people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their 

hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John 

answered all of them by saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who 

is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong 

of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 

winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor and to gather 

the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 

fire.’ So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news 

to the people. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
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Sermon 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth, of all that is seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 

from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 

Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 

under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.    

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures, 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 

the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 

for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 

Prayers for the Church, the World, and the Community, ending with a 

few moments in silence to lift up our own prayers to God… 
 

Merciful Father: accept these our prayers for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen 
 

The Peace 

In the tender mercy of our God, the dayspring from on high shall break 

upon us, to give light to those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow 

of death, and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  

         Luke 1: 78-79. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you:  

and also with you. 
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Hymn: 433 My God Your Table Here Is Spread 

1 My God, your table here is spread,  

your cup with love still overflows;  

may we your loved ones now be fed 

as Christ his peace and mercy shows. 

 

2 This sacred feast, which Jesus makes  

a banquet of his flesh and blood— 

how glad each one who here partakes  

that sacred drink, that heavenly food! 

 

3 So let your table honoured be, 

a place of love for joyful guests; 

and may each soul salvation see,  

who here its sacred pledges tastes. 

 

Celebrating at the Lord's Table 

Be present, be present, Lord Jesus Christ our risen high priest; make 

yourself known in the breaking of bread. Amen. 

 

The Taking of the Bread and Wine about this of 

Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us 

therefore let us celebrate the feast. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving Prayer 1 

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Father, almighty and everliving God,  

at all times and in all places  

it is right to give you thanks and praise: 
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Salvation is your gift through the coming of your Son our Saviour Jesus 

Christ, and by him you will make all things new when he returns in 

glory to judge the world: 

 

And so with all your people, with angels and archangels, and with all 

the company of heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious name, for 

ever praising you and saying: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest! 

 

Blessed are you, Father, the creator and sustainer of all things; you 

made us in your own image, male and female you created us; even 

when we turned away from you, you never ceased to care for us, but in 

your love and mercy you freed us from the slavery of sin, giving your 

only begotten Son to become man and suffer death on the cross to 

redeem us; he made there the one complete and all-sufficient sacrifice 

for the sins of the whole world:  

he instituted, and in his holy Gospel commanded us to continue, a 

perpetual memory of his precious death until he comes again: 

 

On the night that he was betrayed he took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, Take, 

eat, this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 

me. 

 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he gave it to them, saying, Drink this, all of you, for this 

is my blood of the new covenant which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of me. 
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Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup we do as Christ your 

Son commanded: 

we remember his passion and death, we celebrate his resurrection 

and ascension, and we look for the coming of his kingdom. 

 

Accept through him, our great high priest, this our sacrifice of praise 

and thanksgiving; and as we eat and drink these holy gifts, grant by the 

power of the life-giving Spirit that we may be made one in your holy 

Church and partakers of the body and blood of your Son, that he may 

dwell in us and we in him: 

 

Through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, by whom, and with whom, 

and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are 

yours, Almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Lord's Prayer 

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 

Our Father, who art in heaven: hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 

We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 

 

The Administration of Holy Communion 

 

Followed by The Great Silence 

 

Post Communion Prayers 

Father, we give you thanks for these heavenly gifts. Kindle us with the 

fire of your Spirit that when Christ comes again we may shine as lights 

before his face; who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen 
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Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

of the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Through him we 

offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice.  Send us out 

in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and 

glory. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 

Christ the sun of righteousness shine upon you, gladden your hearts and 

scatter the darkness from before you: and the blessing of  God 

Almighty,  the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with you, and 

remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn: 646 Glorious Things Of Thee Are Spoken 

1 Glorious things of thee are spoken,  

Zion, city of our God;  

he whose word can ne’er be broken  

formed thee for his own abode.  

On the rock of ages founded,  

what can shake thy sure repose?  

With salvation’s walls surrounded,  

thou may’st smile at all thy foes.  
 

2 See, the streams of living waters,  

springing from eternal love,  

well supply thy sons and daughters,  

and all fear of want remove.  

Who can faint while such a river  

ever flows their thirst to assuage:  

grace which, like the Lord the giver,  

never fails from age to age?  
 

3 Blessed inhabitants of Zion,  

washed in the Redeemer’s blood;  

Jesus, whom their souls rely on, 

makes them kings and priests to God.  

’Tis his love his people raises  

over self to reign as kings;  

and, as priests, his solemn praises  

each for a thank-offering brings.  
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4 Saviour, since of Zion’s city 

I through grace a member am,  

let the world deride or pity,  

I will glory in thy name.  

Fading is the worldling’s pleasure,  

all his boasted pomp and show;  

solid joys and lasting treasure  

none but Zion’s children know.  

 

Go in the peace to love and serve the Lord 

In the name of Christ. Amen 
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